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WOOD CARVING FOR AMATEURS.— NO. IV. 



By Wm. Q. Tolman, Instructor of Engraving, Mas- 
sachusetts Reformatory, Concord Junction, Mass. 




RUSTING that in the designs 
presented this month, the read- 
ers of The Decorator and Fur- 
nisher may find something to 
please them is the writer's 
earnest wish. 

The panel design with the 
woodbine, birds, and insects, 
which I promised last month, I 
fflJBBflJ§Bfek take pleasure in presenting: this 

&J) ^SffiS^r design calls for vigorous as well 

* Ji mm &f as careful working, in the stems 

and leaves vigor, in the tend- 
rils, delicacy of touch; in the 
birds, character; make them look alive. The insects 
should be carved delicately, with the exception of the 
worm, which should be done so as to look like a rough 
one. Observe how the tendrils reach out, as though 
seeking to cling to some support; get in all the little 
twists, as they count although they are trifles. 

The second design, the Thermometer Frame, should 
be carved out of three-quarter-inch wood ; outline the de- 
sign and relieve the flowers one-half an inch, with the ex- 
ception of the leaves that cross the centre panel, which 
should be relieved one- quarter an inch, this manner of 
carving would make the background one- quarter an 
inch thick, the centre panel for the glass one-quarter an 
inch high, and the most of the design one-half an inch in 
relief, the scrolls are not relieved, but defined, and on a 
level with the background. The edge of the back- 
ground being beveled , gives the design a finished ap- 
pearance. The motifs of the designs are taken from 
the Greek Valerian. 

In furnishing the background, make it strongest near 
the edge of the flowers, then lighter as you recede 
from the stem, until the matting fades to nothing; the 
effect will be more pleasing, and the flowers will look 
far better than a solid background. 

In my first paper I named black walnut for the be- 
ginner; while this is true, our beginner is far enough 
advanced to try other woods, such as oak, cherry, bay 
wood, or Honduras mahogany, and Spanish mahog- 
any. 

If one wishes to get effect, without the labor of cut- 
ting out the background, and wishes to imitate furni- 
ture makers, they can glue their designs onto their 
backgrounds, after sawing out the outlines with a fret 
saw. Then carve the design. But if one desires this 
kind of carving instead of the honest work, the best 
way is to glue it to a temporary ground of pine, to af- 
ford support while the design is being carved; it is af- 
terward removed to the permanent ground. To allow 
its being removed without breaking, a strong piece of 
paper glued on both sides, is put between the fretted 
work and the temporary ground. To remove, insert a 
thin knife blade and split the paper. 

In the next and last article of the series, I will give 
receipt for gilding carvings. 




Design for Carved Thermometer Frame. Motif the Greek 
Valerian. Designed and Drawn by Wm. Q. Tolman. 



nRS. H. I. KIMBALL, of New York, sent an extra- 
ordinary piece of tapestry work to the World's 
Fair, Chicago. Twenty years ago this work of art 
was begun, and it has just been completed. Some idea 
of this elaborate character may be obtained when it is 
known that the method requires five hundred and 
seventy- six stitches to the square inch. It is done in 
rich silks and worsteds on canvas, and is four feet seven 
inches by three feet ten. It represents a scene from 
Shakespeare's " Henry VIII.,' 3 the one in which Cardinal 
Wolsey endeavours to persuade the unfortunate Cath- 
erine to consent to a divorce. 



r URTAIXS in which India-rubber is to be the chief 
' ingredient are being made in Germany. 



